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Disposition of WWII Vessels 




❖ During the summer of 2020, I was an intern 
for the American Anthropological 
Association’s dual internship with the Naval 
History and Heritage Command’s (NHHC) 
Underwater Archaeology Branch (UAB).
❖ The internship was split between the two 
locations in Arlington, VA and Washington 
D.C. respectively, but my internship was 
remote because of the circumstances 
surrounding COVID-19. 
About the NHHC
The goal of the Underwater Archaeology Branch of the NHHC since its 
founding in 1996 is to preserve, protect, manage, and interpret the 
Department of the Navy’s submerged cultural resources.
1. Historic Preservation, Policy Development, Cultural Resource 
Management
a. 2,500 ship and 15,000 aircraft wrecks
2. Archaeological and Historical Research
3. Conservation and Curation
a. Over 27,000 artifacts in conservation
4. Public Outreach and Education
Research Background
❖ During the Battle of Okinawa toward the end of WWII in 1945, twenty-seven US 
vessels sank in the Okinawa region. 
❖ The US Navy’s Naval History and Heritage Command (NHHC) has a vested interest 
in learning more about the Battle of Okinawa wreck sites to be able to more 
accurately tell the story of the Navy’s past. 
❖ Information about the wreck sites assists the Navy’s UAB in its mission to manage 
and preserve the Navy’s ship and aircraft wrecks and better telling their stories. 
❖ Additionally, many of the wrecks represent the final resting place for U.S. sailors 
and locating the wreck helps the Navy to honor their sacrifice and potentially 
bring a sense of closure to families.
Research Objectives
❖ Report on the current locations and conditions of any of the vessels 
that may be popular dive sites by reviewing dive forums and tourist 
sites that operate off Okinawa waters. 
❖ Determine what may be learned from US archival and historical 
sources to identify approximate whereabouts of these vessels and 
identify facts and features of the sites to eventually positively 
determine their identities. 
❖ Use a fisheries database to gather data on potential sites that 
correspond to locations found from the first two activities to see if 
they would be helpful in further determining locations of wreck sites.
Methods
❖ Look for mention of the vessel name and hull classification by any divers or 
diver shops in the Okinawa area, local newspapers, on social media, or on 
other platforms such as Reddit, YouTube etc. 
❖ Find historical information from various archives including the National 
Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and Ancestry and Fold3 
online archives to identify specific details of each vessel loss. 
➢  Including last known position if available, crew rosters and casualty reports, and reports 
on the damage sustained during attacks in digitized documents such as War Diaries, Action 
Reports, or Deck Logs. 
➢ These data sets can both guide potential surveys in those areas to find vessels; and the 
reports on the ship’s crew and the damage it sustained can help the Navy identify ships that 
have been found or are still missing.
Intellectual Merit
❖ This research contributes to the Navy’s understanding of underwater 
archaeological sites that contain submerged Naval vessels.
❖ Specific details of each vessel loss will assisit the Navy UAB to better 
address cultural heritage issues.
❖ Locating prospective submerged U.S. Naval vessels allows the Navy to 
gather information about the conditions of wreck sites in order to 
better protect their artifacts and gather data about their states of 
deterioration.
❖ With this data, the Navy can educate the public about the history of 
Naval vessels. 
Broader Impacts
❖ Discovering the final resting place of of Naval vessels can bring closure to 
families of those who were lost at sea.
❖ Analyzing the history of sunken Naval vessels can supplement unknown 
history about WWII and shed light on ship construction features, practices, 
flaws, and strengths that can be used to inform practices today.
❖ Gathering data about these sites can aid the Navy in planning for their 
protection and addressing cultural heritage issues that may arise from their 
finds.
❖ Aids in the understanding of how these sites impact the natural 
environment.
